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REMONSTRANCE 

O  F 

THE  STATE  OF  THE 

KINGDOM- 

.Die  Mercurii  15  Decemb,  \6$u 
It  is  this  day  Refolv'd  upon  the 

Queftion ,   By  the  Houfe  of 

COMMONS; 

That  Order  fhall  be  now  given  for  the  Print* 
ing  of  this  7(etnonUrance9  of  the  State 
of  the  Kingdom. 


B.  Bfinge  Cler.  fart.  2X  Com. 


LONDON, 
Printed  for  Iofeph  Hnnfcutt.   i  £4 1. 
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The  Remonstrance. 


ff^6^£ftH  E  (^ommom  in  this  prefeat  Par- 
liaxent  aflembled,  having  with 
llPl  ^«  much  earnfftnefle,  and  faithful- 
j^U^^M  netTe  of  2fF.6tiohj.and  zeal  cochc 
publike  good  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  His  Maj,fties  honour  and  fervice  for  the 
fpaceof  twelve  monechs,  wraftled  wich  the 
great  dangers  and  fears,  theprefTing  miferies 
and  calamities ,  the  various  diftempers  and 
trifoiders,  which  had  not  only  aflaulced,  bus 
even  ove!W7helmed  and  extinguiflht  the  liber- 
ty, peace,  and  profperity  of  this  Kingdom, the 
comfort  and  hopes  of  all  His  M^jefticsgood 
Subjevfts,  and  exceedingly  weakned  and  un- 
dermined the  foundation  and  ftrength  of  his 
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own  royaii  Throne-  doyetfinde  an  abound- 
ing malignity,  and  oppofnion  in  thole  par- 
ties and  factions,  who  have  been  the  eaufe  of 
tbofc  eviils ,  and  do  (till  lab  ur  to  cart  afcer- 
lions  ,  upon  that  cvhich  hath  been  done, 
and  to  raik  many  difficulties  for  the  hinde. 
ranee  of  that  which  lemaines  ye:  undone  t 
and  to  foment  Jealoulles  be:\vixc  the  King 
and  the  Parliament  •  that  i L  they  may  deprive 
him  and  his  people  of  the  fruit  of  his  own 
gracious  intentions,  and  tr  eir  humble  defircs 
of  procuring  the  pub'ike  peace,  iafety,  and 
happir.etTe  of  this  Realm,  For  the  preventing 
of  thofe  miferable  effects  which  iuch  maiici- 
ous  endeavors  may  produce,  behave  thought 
good  to  declare, 

1.  The  root,  and  the  growth  of  thefe  mifchie* 
Yom  deftgnts . 

2.  Tbe  Maturity  and  ripeneffe ,  to  which  they 
have  attained  before  thtbt ginning  of  tleTarlia* 
mtnt. 

3.  The  effeEliuli  means  wltch  hare  beenufed 
for  the  exterpations  of  thofe  dangerous  evils,  and 
the  Tregrejje  itbich  bath  therein  been  made  by  H& 
Majefties  goodnejje }    and  the  Ttifedome  of  the 
farliamert* 
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4»  TheTbayesof  obfiiuHhn  andcppofition^by 
Tohich  that  ProgreJJe  hath  been  interrupted. 

The  courfes  to  be  taken  for  the  removing 
tbo/e  obflacles,  and  for  the  accomplishing  of  our 
mojldutifnll  and  faith  full  intentions ,  and  endea< 
<vour$  y  of  refforing  and  eflabliflnrg  the  ancient 
Honour,  Greatntjfe,  a»d  Security  of  this  Qrotm 
and  Ration.  7 he  root  of  all  this  mi/chief  We 
Jinde  to  be  a  malignant  and  pernitious  dejigne  of 
fubyerting  the  Fundammtall  Lawes,  and  prin- 
ciples of  Government  •  upon  Tbhhh  the  %eligion, 
and  Juflicz  of  this  t\ingdom  are  firmly  efta- 
blijbt.  Ihe  MIoy*  and  Ttomotors  hereof  have 
been, 

I.  The  Jrfuited  Tapifls  who  hue  the  LaTVs, 
as  the  Ot/iacles  of  that  change  and  Subverfion  of 
Religion,  which  they  fo  much  long  for* 

2..  The  Qiflnps  ,  and  the  corrupt  part  of  the 
Qerge>  cheri/h  formality  and Juwftition, 
as  the  thrurall  ejfeSls  %  and  more  probable  fup~ 
ports  of  their  Eccltfiajlicall  Tyranny,  and 
fyurpathn. 
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3. Sttcb  Ccuvcelkrs  and  Courtiers ,  as  fa 
pti\ste  ends  hate  engaged  tbemfdvtstofurtixr 
the  in::ttfriof  Jome  fan-sign  Trinces  or  States 
tsthfrtj*Jicc<f  HkMajefiy,  ar.dtbe  State  at 
h*mt. 

The  common  Principles,  by  which  they 
mouLed  and  governed  all  their  particular 
Ccunceils  and  actons  were  thefe. 

Fi'ft,  To  maintain  coniinuill  difeter.ces  and 
di/icntem  betwixt  the  IQvgand  the  feopie.  torn 
qufiivis  of  Trerogauve,  ?nd  liberty,  tbatfo  the, 
mght  U*e  the  advantage  of  fidting  with  htm, 
and  unaer  the  Xcasnsof  Men  addicted  to  bk ftr- 
<z  ';cet  gain  to  thmfehes  and  tbdr  parties,  the 
places  of  greatefl  irufi  and  polrtr  in  the 
dim. 

Ji  Second,  Tcjlpprejfe  the  purity  and po+er  of 
Rtl:*hn,  and  Jucb  perjtns  as  tere  btfi  affeBed 
to  it ;  as  being  contrary  10  their  o*nenJs,  and  the 
ffW  wptdvu.nt  to  that  change,  vbiih  they 
thought  to  introduce. 

Third,  To  coKftyntbofi  parties  tf  the  I\ing^ 
dim,  tbicb  wen  mofl  propiiiom  to  their  •>«  enZ, 

and 


(7) 

and  to  divide  thofe  V^ho  Totremofl  oppofite,  ibhich 
confifled  in  many  particular  obferVathns  to  cbe- 
rift  tbeMminian  part  in  thofe  point*  ,  therein 
they  agree  V>itb  the  Pa  ft/Is,  to  multiply  and  en- 
large the  differences  betuixt  the  common  Trote- 
flants ,  and  thofe  Tbbom  they  call  Turitans,  to 
introduce  and  countenance  fuck  opinions  and  Cere- 
monies as  are  fittrft  for  accommodation  Ttttth  To* 
pery^o  encreafe  and  maintain  ignorance  Joo/cneffe, 
and  propbanenef/e  in  the  people  :  That  of  thofe 
three  parties,  Tapifts  %  Anninians  and  Libertines, 
they  might  compofe  a  body  jit  to  aft  fuch  Counfells 
and  reJolutionsJ  as  Tpere  mofl  conducible  to  their 
own  ends. 

A  Fourth,  To  difajfeSi  the  F\ing  to  ParlU- 
ments  by  /landers  and  falfe  imputations,  and  by 
putting  him  upon  other  wayes  of  fupply9  Tbbicb  in 
jbeit>  and  appearance  Tbere  fuller  of  advantage  $ 
then  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Subfidies,  though  in 
truth  they  brought  more  loffe  then  gainy  both  to 
the  l\ir.v  and  people,  and  haVecaufed  the  great. 
di/iraElions }  under  which  we  both  fu/fcr. 

A  S  in  all  compounded  bodies,  the  Opera- 
^tions  are  qualified  accordingto  thepredo- 
nainant  Element .  So  ia  this  mixt  party,  the 
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Jefuitei  Councells  being  moil  a&ive  ]  and 
prevailing  ,  may  ealiiy  be  dilcovcred  to  have 
ha  1  the  greateil  fway  in  all  their  decerminati- 
ens,  and  if  they  be  noc  prevented,  are  likely 
to  devour  the  reft,  or  to  turn  them  into  their 
own  nature. 

In  the  beginning  of  His  Majefties  raigo,  the 
panic  begun  to  revive  and  flourilli  again,  ha- 
ving been  ibmewhat  dampc  by  the  breach 
with  Spain  in  thelaftyeer  of  King  Jamesyznd 
by  His  Majefaes  maniage  wi;b  France  ;  the 
iotetefts  and  Councils  of  that  Sea  e,  being 
not  fo  contrary  to  the  good  of  R  e.'igion,  and 
the  prolperiry  of  this  Kingdom,  as  thole  of 
Spsin.  and  the  Papifts  of  England  having  been 
ever  more  addicted  to  Spain  ?  then  France  • 
Ye:  they  ftili  re:ained  a  purpole.and  refelution 
to  weaken  the  Proietfanr  parties  in  al!  parts, 
and  even  in  France^  whereby  to  make  way 
for  the  change  of  Religion,  which  they  ia- 
tenced  at  heme. 

The  firft  effect  and  evidence  of  their  reco- 
very and  ftrengthwas,  the  ditlolutionof  the 
Pariumen;  at  Oxford,  after  there  had  been  d- 
ven  two  Subliuies  to  His  Mijelliej  and  tie- 
fore  they  received  relief  in  any  one  Grievance, 
many  other  more  mifcrable  effects  followed* 

The 


The  loffe  of  the  T\pchel  Heet ,  by  the  help  of 
our  Shipping  fee  forth  and  delivered  over  to 
the  French^  in  oppofirion  to  the  advice  of  Par- 
liament, which  left  that  Town  without  de- 
fence by  Sea,  and  made  way  not  only  to  the 
lofle  of  that  important  place,  but  likewife 
to-the  loffe  of  all  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion  in  France.  The  diver- 
ting of  His  Majefties  conrfe  of  waires  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  which  was  the  moft  facile 
and  hopcfull  way  for  this  Kingdom  to  pre- 
vail againft  che  Spaniard ,  to  an  expenfefull 
and  "ilicceffclcfle  attempt  upon  QaUs^  which 
was  fo  ordered ,  as  if  it  had  rather  been  in- 
tended to  make  us  weary  of  Warre,  then  to 
profper  in  it.  The  precipitate  breach  which 
France  by  taking  their  Ships  to  a  great  value, 
without  making  recompence  to  che  Englift, 
whofe  goods  were  thereupon  imbar'd,  and 
confifcacein  that  Kingdom.  The  peace  wit  1 
Spain  without  confentof  Parliament,  comia- 
ry  to  the  promife  of  King  James  y  to  borfi 
Houfes-  wheteby  the  Paiattnecaufc  was  di- 
ferted  and  left  to  chargeable,  and  hcpeldTe 
Treaties,  which  for  the  moft  part  werernan* 
aged  by  thofe  who  might  jaftly  befufpedled 
to  be  no  friends  to  that  caufe. 

B  The 


(10) 

The  charging  of  the  Kingdom  with  Billet- 
ted  Souldiersfo  all  parts  of  ft,  and1  that  Con- 
comitant defignc  o?  'Germane'  horfe,  that 
tire  Land  might  either  ftbmic  with  fear,  or 
ht  enfo'tced  with  rigour  to  fuch  Arbitrary 
Cbritribtitfens,  as  fhouid  be  required  of  tl  em. 
The  diflolVihg  of  the  Parliament  in  the  fe- 
cotrd  yeerof  His  Majefties  raign,  after  a  De- 
claration of  their  intent ,  to  grant  five  Sub- 

The  exacting  of  the  like  proportion  of  five 
Subfidies  after  the  Parliament  diffolved  ,  by 
Commiffion  of  Loin  .  and  divers  Gentlemeft 
arid  others  imprifbaed^br  notyeilding  topay 
that  Loan,  whereby  many  of  them  contract- 
ed fuch  fickneffes,as  coft  them  their  Iives.Great 
fummes  of  Money  required  and  railed  by  £ri- 
vy  Seals,  An  unjufl:  and  pernicious  attempt  to 
extort  great  payments  from  the  fabje<5t,  by 
way  of  Excife  *  and  a  Commiffion  iffued  un* 
der  Seal  to  that  purpofe.  The  Petition  of 
Right,  which  was  granted  in  full  Parliament, 
blafted  with  an  ilJegall  Declaration.,  to  make 
it  deftructive to  it  felf ,  to  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  the  Liberty  of  theSubjedt. ,  and  to 
that  purpofe  printed  with  ir  •  and  the  Petition 
made  oi  no  ule,  but  to  ftiew  the  bold  and  pre- 

fumptuous 


liutiptuousinjiiftice  of  Inch  Miniftersas  durft 
break  the  Laws,  and  fupprefle  the  Liberties  of 
the  Kingdom*  after  they  had  been  lu  iultmnly 
and  evidently  declared. 

Another  Parliament  diflclved,  4  firl  tftfc 
priviledgcof  Parliament  broken,  by  pri- 
foning  divers  Members  of  the  Moufe,  detain- 
ing them  clofe  prilbners  for  many  Months  to- 
gether ,  without  the  liberty  of  ufing  Books , 
Peri,Inke,oc  Paper ,  denying  them  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  ail  means  of  prcfervation  of 
hcalth,not  permitting  their  wives  to  cf)me  un- 
to them,  even  in  time  of  their  ficknefle.  And 
for  the  completing  of  that  cruelty,  after  yeers 
{pent  in  fuch  miferable  durance  ,  depriving 
thich  dfthc  riccefTary  means  of  Spirituall  eoh- 
folation ,  not  fufferingthem  to  go  abroad  to 
enjoy  Gods  Ordinances  J  in  Gods  Houfe  ,  or 
GodsMicriftets  Co  come  to  themjtoadminifter 
comfprgartrethem  in  their  privateCbambers: 
and  to  Rfcfcpshem  ffillin  this  opprefled  cbndi- 
tioti,  hot  admitting  them  to  be  Bay  led  accord- 
ing to  Law,  yet  vexing  them  with  Informati- 
ons in  inferior  Sentencing  and  fining 
fomeof  them  for  matters  done  in  Parliament, 
and  extorting  the  payments  of  thofc  Fines 
frbfiri  thettt,  eafor&ng  others  to  put  in  fecu- 
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ri  y  <  *  good  behaviour ,  before  they  could  be 

ic  leafed 

The  imprifonmentof  the  reft  which  re- 
fi  (ei  to  be  bound  ,  ftill  continued  ;  which 
might  have  been  perpetuall ,  if  neceiTity  had 
not,  the  lad  yeer,  brought  another  Parliament 
to  relieve  them  ;  of  whom  ,  one  died,  by  the 
cruehy  and  harfhnefle  of  his  imprifonment, 
which  w:  u!d  admit  of  no  relaxation  •  not- 
withftanding  the  imminent  danger  of  his  life, 
did  fufficiently  appear  by  the  declaration  of 
his  Phylkian:  And  his  releafe,or  at  leaft,hisre- 
freflhment,. was  fought  by  many  humble  Peti- 
tions. And  his  blood  flill  cries  either  for  venge- 
ance,or  repentance  of  thofe  Minifters  of  State, 
who  ac  once  obftruded  the  courfe,  both  of  his 
Majefties  Juftice  and  Mercy. 

Upon  thediffolutian  of  both  thefe  Parlia- 
ments ,  untrue  and  fcandalous  declarations 
publifhed,  to  afper ft  their  proceedings ,  and 
fome  of  their  Members,unjuftly  to  make  them 
odious  ,  and  colour  the  violence  which  was 
ufed  againft  them.  Proclamations  fet  out  to 
the  fame  purpofc ;  and  to  the  great  dejecting 
of  the  hearts  of  the  people,  forbidding  them, 
even  to  fpeak  of  Parliaments. 
{  After  the  breach  of  the  Parliament ,  in  the 
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fourth  yeer  of  his  M^jeftyjfnjuftice,  Opprcffi- 
on,and  Violencc^broke  in  uponus;without  a- 
ny  reftraint  or  moderation  5  &  yet  the  firft  pro- 
]eSt>  was  the  great  fums  exacted  thorow  the 
whole  Kingdom/or  <Jerauh  of  Knight-hood, » 
which'lcemcd  to  have  fome  colour  and  flu- 
dow  of  a  I  ..awjyet  if  it  be  rightly  examined  by 
that  obfolece  J~aw  which  was  pretended  for 
it,it  would  be  found  to  be  againft  all  the  rules 
of  Jufticejboth  in  re(pe6l  of  iheperfons  char- 
ged, the  proportion  of  the  Fines  demanded, 
and  the  abfurd  and  unreafonable  manner  of 
their  proceedings. 

Tonnage  and  Poundage  hath  been  received 
without  colour  or  pretence  of  Law  :  Many 
other  heavy  impofitions  continued  againft 
Law  ;  and  fome  fb  unreafonable ,  that  the 
fumme  of  the  charge ,  exceeds  the  value  of 
the  Goods.  The  Book  of  Rates  lately  inhan- 
f  ed  to  a  high  proportion ;  and  fuch  Merchants 
as  would  not  fiibmic  to  their  illegall  and  un- 
reafonable payments,  were  vexed  and  oppref- 
fed  above  meafure  ;  and  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
Juftice,  the  common  Birth-right  of  the  fubjedl 
of  England, wholly  obftru&ed  unto  them.  And 
although  all  this  was  taken  upon  pretence  of 
guarding  the  Sea,  yet  a  new  and  unheard  of 
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Tax  of  SLip-morey  was  deviled,  upon  the 
fame  pretence.  By  both  which  j  there  was 
charged  upon?  the  lubjeft  neer  700000 1  fome 
yecrs  5  and  yet  the  Merchants  have  been  left  lb 
/uked  to  the  violence  of  thej  Turkifl*  £yrat5, 
that  many  gteat  Ships  ofvaluej  and  ihoufands 
of  hisMajelties  fuhje&s  have  been  taken  by 
t:em,  and  do  ftill  remain  in  milerablc  fla- 
very: 

The  enlargement  of  Forrefts,  contrary  to 
Cbarta  de  Forejia,  and  the  compofition  there- 
upon. The  exactions  of  Coat  and  Conduct- 
money, and  divers  other  Milicary  charges/Tbe 
taking  away  the  Arms  of  the  Trayned  Bands 
of  divers  Counties,  The  defperate  defign  of 
engroffing  all  the  Gun  powder  into  one  hand, 
keepingit  ia  the  Tower  of  Lmdw^nd  letting 
io  high  a  Rate  upon  it  5  that  the  poorer  fort 
were  noc  able  to  buy  it ,  not  could  any  have 
it  whhout  Licenfe  -  thereby  to  leave  theleve* 
rail  parts  of  the  Kingdom  deftitureof  their  ne- 
ceffary  defenfc  •  and  by  ftlliag  fo  dear  that 
which  was  fold;to  make  an  unlawful!  advan- 
tage of  it  ,  to  the  great  charge  and  de- 
triment of  the  fubje£fc  ,  the  generall  de- 
ftruAion  of  the  Kings  Timber  ,  efpecially 
that  in  the  Forreft  of  Dean  ,  fold  to  Papifts, 
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which  was  thcbefl:  Store-houfe  of  this  King- 
dom, for  the  maintenance  of  our  Shipping, 
Tftei taking  away  of  mens  right,  under  colour 
of  the  Kings  title  taLand  between  high  and 
lov<r  water-Matks.  The  Monopolies  of  Sope, 
Sale,  \$Trie,  Leather,  Sea-Cole,  and,  in  a  man-  m 
ner,of  all  things  of  moft  common  and  necel- 
fary  ufe.  The  rcftraint  of  the  Liberties  ohhe 
fubje&s  in  their  habitation,  Trades,  ando- 
ther  Inrere  ls.  Their  vexation  and  oppreffion 
by  Purveyors ,  Clerks  of  the  Market ,  and 
Salt-PeeceMTKn.  The  fale  of  pretended  Nu- 
zances,as  Buildings  in  and  about  London,  con- 
verfionof  Arrable  ioto  Pafture;  continuance 
ot  Pafture,  under  the  name  of  depopulation, 
Have  drawn  many  Millions  outofthefub- 
je&s  Purfes,  without  any  confiderable  profit 
to  his  Majefty.  Large  quantities  of  Common, 
and  feverali  Grounds ,  have  been  taken  from 
the  fubje<5t ,  by  colour  of  the  Statute  of  Im- 
provement, and  by  abufe  of  the  Commiilion 
of  Sewers,  without  their  confenr,  and  againft 
it,  And  not  onely  private  Intered^but  alfo  pub- 
like faith  have  been  broken  ,  in  feizingof  the 
money  and  Bullion  in  the  Mint  .  and  the 
whole  Kingdom  like  to  be  robb'd  at  once ,  in 
that  abominable  prcjeft  of  Brafie  Moray. 
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Great  numbers  of  his  Majcfties  fubje<ft^  for 
refufing  thofe  unlawful!  charges  ,  have  been 
vex*  with  long  and  expenfive  fuics  .  Lme  fi- 
ned and  cenfure^,  others  committed  to  long 
and  hard  imp  ilonmcncs  and  confinements, 
to  the  lofle  of  health  of  many,  of  life  iiftbmc  • 
and  others  have  had  their  houfes  broken  up, 
their  goods  i^ized  ;  fume  have  been  retrained 
frorn  their  JawAill  Callings :  Ships  have  been 
interrupted  in  their  Voyages  j  furprized  at  Sea 
in  an  Hoftile  manner,  by  Pn  je&ors,  as  by  a 
common  Enemy:  Merchants  prohibited  to 
unlade  their  Goods  in  fuch  Ports,  as  were  for 
their  own  advantage ,  and  forced  to  bring 
them  to  thofe  places  which  were  moft  for  the 
advantages  of  the  Monopolizers  and  Proje- 
ctors. 

The  Court  of  Starchamber  hath  abound- 
ed in  extravagant  Cenfures ,  not  only  for  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  Monopo- 
lies, and  other  unlawfull  taxes-  bu:  for  di- 
vers other  Caufes,  where  there  hath  been  no 
ofTence,  or  very  fmall ;  whereby  His  Majeities 
Subjects  have  been  opprefled  by  grievous 
lines,  Imprifonments,  Stigmatizmgs,  Muti- 
lations, Whippings,  Pillories,  Gags,  Con- 
finements, Banifliments     after  fo  rigid  a 
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manner,  as  hath  not  only  deprived  Men  of 
the  Society  of  their  Friends,  exercife  of  their 
Professions,  comfort  of  Books,  uf  e  of  Paper 
or  Inke,  but  even  violated  that  neer  Union 
which  God  hath  cftablifht  betwixt  Men 
and  tfieir  Wives,  by  forced  and  contained 
feperacion  .  whereby  they  have  been  bereaved 
of  the  comfort  and  conversion  one  of  ano- 
ther, for  many  yeers  together,  without  hop* 
of  relief,  if  God  had  not  by  his  over-ruling 
Providence,  given  fome  interruption  to  the 
prevailing  power  and  Councell  of  thofe,  who 
were  the  Authors  and  Promoters  of  fuch 
peremptory  and  headdy  cotirfes. 

]udges  have  been  put  out  of  their  places, 
for  refufing  to  do  againft  their  Oathes,  and 
Confciences :  Others  have  been  foawe  ),  that 
they  dm  ft  not  do  their  duties,  and  the  be:?er 
to  hold  a  ro d  over  them ,  the  Claufe  quam  diu 
fe  bene  ge/Jer it  wis  left  out  of  their  Parents, 
and  a  new  Clauie  Durante  bene  placito  infer- 
red. Lawyers  have  been  che^kr,  for  bJng' 
fairhfullto  their  Clients  •  Sollickers,  and  Ac- 
turneyes  have  been  threacneJ,  and  feme  pu- 
nifhed  for  following  lawfuil  Suites  :  And  by 
this  means  all  the  approaches  tojufike  were 

C  in- 


imcrrapte  J  and  Precluded.  NfcvyOathj  hive 
been  forced  upon  tbe  Subjeft  againft  Law- 
new  Judicatories eredted  without  Law  :  The 
Counceli  Table  have,  by  theii  Orders,  offered 
to  binde  tbe  Subjects  in  their  free-holds  fi- 
liates, Suites,  and  Actions.   The  pretended 
Court  of  the  Earl  Marjhal  was  Arbitrary, and . 
lilegall  is  ks  being*  and  proceedings*  The 
Ciancery,  Exchequer- Chamber,  Coyrt  of 
Wards,  and  other  En^li/h  Courts  have  been 
grievous  in  exceeding  their  Jurifdi&ion.  The 
eilateofmany  Families  weakned,  and  feme 
ruined  by  exceflive  Fines,  exacted  from  them 
for  Compofitions  of  Wardfhips.   All  Leales 
of  above  a  hundred  yecrs,  made  to  draw  on 
Wardfbip  contrary  to  Law.  Undueprocee- 
dings  ufed  in  the  finding  of  Offices,  to  make 
the  Jury  finde  for  the  King,  TheCommon- 
Law  Courts,  feeing  all  Men  more  inclined  to 
feek  Juftice  there,  where  it  may  befitted  to 
their  own  defire,  are  known  frequently  to 
foriake  the  Rules  of  the  Common-Law,  and 
draining  beyond  their  bcunds3  under  pre- 
tence of  equity  to  do  Iojuftice,  Tides  of  Ho- 
nour, Juciciall  places,  Serjeantfhips  at  Law, 
and  other  Offices  have  been  fold  for  great 
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fummcs  of  Money ;  whereby  the  common 
Juftice  of  the  Kingdom  hath  been  much  en- 
dangered, noconly  by  opening  away  of  em- 
ployment in  places  of  great  Trull:,  and  advan- 
tage to  Men  of  weak  parts ;  but  alfo  by  gi- 
ving occafion  to  Bribery,  Extortion,  Partia- 
lity ;  It  feldome  hapning  that  places  ill-gotten 
are  well  uleJ.  Commimons  have  been  gran- 
ted for  examining  the  excefle  of  Fees :  and 
when  great  exactions  have  been  dilcovered, 
Compofitions  have  been  made  with  Delin- 
quents, notonly  for  the  time  paft,  but  like- 
wife  for  immunity  and  fecurity  in  offending, 
for  the  time  to  come  ;  which  under  colour  of 
remedy,  hath  but  confirmed,  and  encreafed 
the  Grievance  to  the  Subject. 

Theufuali  courfc  of  pricking  Sheriffs,  not 
obferved,  but  many  times  Sheriffs  made  in 
as  extraordinary  way  •  ibmcrimesasa  punifh- 
mencand  charge  unto  them  •  fomecimes  fuch 
were  pricked  out,  as  would  be  Inftruments 
to  execute  whatfoever  they  would  have  to  be 
done. 

The  Bifhops  and  the  reft  of  the  Clergy,  did 
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triumph  in  the  Sufpenfions,  Excommunicati- 
ons, Deprivations  ,  and  Degradations  of  di- 
vers painfull,  learned,  and  pious  Minifters,  in 
the  vexation, and  grievous  oppreffion  of  great 
numbers  of  His  Majefties  good  Subjc&s. 
The  High-Corn rniflion  grew  co  fuch  exceife 
of  fharpnefleand  feverity,  as  was  not  much 
Idle  then  the  Romifh  Inquilition;  and  yet  in 
many  cafes  by  the  Archbifhops  power,  was 
made  m  ich  more  heavy,  being  atlifted,  and 
ftr  :ngcheued  by  authority  of  the  Councell- 
Table. 

The  Bifhops,  and  their  Courts,  were  as 
eager  in  the  Countrey  ;  and  although  their 
jufifdi<5Uon  could  not  reach  fo  high  in  rigour, 
aid  extremity  of  punifhment ,  yet  were  they 
no  leflFe  grievous,  in  refpeft  of  the  generality, 
and  multiplicity  of  vexations,  which  light- 
ingupon  the  meaner  fort  of  Tradefmen,  and 
A1  tinkers ,  did  impoverifh  many  thoulands, 
and  fo  afflid  and  trouble  others ,  that  great 
numbers, to  avoid  their  miferies,  departed  out 
of  the  Kingdom  ,  fome  into  New*  England  t 
and  other  parts  of  uimtrica%  others  into  Hel* 
land,  where  they  have  tranlported  their  Ma- 

nufaft- 


nufa&uresof  Cloath  which  is  not  only  a  loflc 
by  diminilhing  theprefenc  ftock  of  thcKinr- 
dome ,  but  a  great  milchiefe  by  itnpaiii<  g 
and  endangering  the  loire  of  that  peculiar 
Trade  of  Cloathing,  which  hath  bee.i  a  plen- 
tifull  Fountain  of  Wealth  and  Honour  to  this 
Nation. 

Thofe  were  fitted  for  Ecclefiafticall  pre* 
ferment,  and  foone^t  obtained  it,  who  were 
mod  officious  in  promoting  fuperftition,  mod 
virulent  in  railing  againft  Godlineflc,  and 
honefty* 

Themoftpnblike  and  fblemn  Sermons  be- 
fore His  Majeftic  were,  either  to  advance 
Prerogative  above  Law  ,  and  Decry  the  pro- 
pertieof  the  Subject,  or  full  of  foch  kindeof 
invedlives-  whereby  they  naight  make  thofe 
odious,  who  fought  to  maintain  the  Religion, 
Laws,  and  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and 
fuch  Men  were  fure  to  be  weeded  out  of  the 
Commiffion  of  the  peace,  and  out  of  alJ 
other  imployments  ofr  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Coumrey. 

C  3  Many 


Many  noble  Perfonages  were  Counsellors 
in  name  3  buc  the  power  and  authority  re- 
mained in  a  few  of  fuch,  as  were  moft  ad- 
dicted to  this  partie,-  xVhofe  refolutions,  and 
dece.minauons  were  brought  to  the  Table, 
for  countenance,  and  execution,  and  not  for 
debare,  and  deliberation  .  and  no  Man  could 
offer  to  appofc  them  without  difgrace,  and 
hazard  to  himfdf :  Nay,  all  thofe  that  did  not 
Wholly  concurre  and  actively  contribute  to 
the  furtherance  of  their  defignes ,  though  o- 
therwife,  perfbns  of  never  fo  great  Honour, 
and  Abilities,  were  fo  farre  from  being  em- 
ployed in  any  place  of  Truft,  and  power,  that 
they  were  negledled,  difcountenanced  ,  and 
upon  ali  occafions  ipjured  and  oppreffed. 

This  Fadion  was  grown  to  that  height, 
and  entirenefle  of  power,  that  now  they  be- 
gan to  think  of  finifhing  their  Work,  which 


confifted  of  thele  three  parts. 
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from  allreflra'mtofLaws  concerning  our 
^Pcrfons  and  States. 

There  mujl  be  a  ConjunBion  betwixt 
Tapijls  and  Trotcjlants  in  Dollrine  3 
D'f.iplinc}  and  Ceremonies  •  only  it  mujl 
net  jet  be  called  Toperj. 

.  3- 

7 be  Turk  an  s  under  which  name , 
ihey  include  all  thofe  that  dejirebopre- 
Jerve  the  Laws,  and  Liberties  of  the 
/{ingdom,  and  to  maintain  Religion  in 
the power  of  it;  mujl  be  either  rooted  out 
of  the  kingdom  with  force  >  or  driven 
out  with  fear.  For  the  effcBingof  thi*^ 
It  was  thought  neceff'arj  to  reduce  Scot- 
land to  fitch  Toptfh  fuperflitions,  and 
Innovations,  as  might  make  them  apt  to 
c :  joj  n 
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joyn  tvith  England,  m  that  great  change 
which  was  intended.  Whereupon  new 
Qanons,  and  a  new  Liturgy  were prejl 
upon  them  •  and  whenthey  refufed  to  ad* 
mit  of  tbem0  an  zArmy  was  raifed  to 
jorce  them  to  it  ,  towards  J)  hich  the 
QlcrgtCj  and  the  Tapisls  were  "very  for* 
ward  in  their  contribution.  The  Scots 
likew  fe  raifed  an  Jrmy  for  their  de~ 
fence  ;  and  when  both  ^Armies  were 
come  together ,  and  ready  for  a  hkudy 
encounter.  His  Makefiles  own  Cjracious 
diJpoftion0  and  the  CounceU  of  the  Eng-* 
h/h  cJ^obi/ity,  and 'Dutiful! fubmifs 'ion 
of  the  Scots,  did  jo  Jarre  prevail  againft 
the  evil  Qouncell  of  others,  that  a  Ta^ 
cifi cation  was  madc9  and  His  Maiejly 
returned  withTeac,  and  much  Hnjir 
to  London. 


The 
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The  unexpe&cd  reconciliation  was  moll 
acceptable  to  all  the  Kingdome,  except  to 
the  malignant  partie ,  whereof  the  Archbi- 
fliop  and  the  Earleof  Strafford  being  heads, 
they  and  their  fa&ion  begun  to  enveigh 
againft  the  Peace,  and  to  aggravate  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  States,  which  fo  incenfed 
His  Majeftie,  that  he  forthwith  prepared 
again  for  Warre.  And  fuch  was  their  confi- 
dence, that  having  corrupted  and  diftem- 
pcred  the  whole  frame  and  Government  of 
the  Kingdomc ,  they  did  now  hope  to  cor- 
rupt that  which  was  theonely  means  to  re- 
ftorc  all  to  a  right  frame  and  Temper  again: 
to  which  end  they  perfwaded  His  Majeflie 
to  call  a  Parliament ,  not  to  feek  Counfell 
and  advice  of  them,  but  to  draw  Counte* 
nance  and  Supply  from  them  5  and  engage 
the  whole  Kingdome  in  their  Quarrell:  and 
in  the  mean  time  continued  all  their  unjuft 
Levies  of  Money,  refolving  either  to  make 
the  Parliament  pliant  to  their  Will,  and  to 
eftablifli  mifchicf  by  a  Law,or  el(e  to  break 
it- and  with  more  colour  to  go  on  by  vio- 
lence, to  take  what  they  could  not  obtain 
by  confent.  The  ground  alledgcd  for  the 
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juftification  of  this  Warre  was  this. 

That  the  undutifuU  Demands  of  the  Par- 
liaments otScotfond,  was  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  His  Maieftie  to  take  Armes  againft  them 
without  hearing  the  Reafon  of  thofe  De- 
mands- And  thereupon  a  new  Armie  was 
prepared  againft  them,  their  Ships  were  fei- 
zed  in  all  Ports,  both  of  England  znd  Ireland, 
and  at  Sea,  Their  Petitions  reiedted ;  their 
Commiflioners  refuted  Audience.  This 
whole  Kingdomc  moft  miferably  diftem- 
pered  with  Levies  of  Men  and  Moncj^and 
Imprifonmentsof  thofe  who  denied  to  fub- 
mit  to  thofe  Levies.  TheEarle  of  Strafford 
paft  into  Ireland y  caufed  the  Parliament  there 
to  declare  againft  the  Scots,  to  give  foure 
Subfidies  towards  that  War-  and  to  ingage 
themfelves,  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the 
profecution  ofit,  and  gave  dirc&ionsforan 
Armie  of  eight  thoufand  foot,and  one  thou- 
fand  horfc  to  be  levied  there ,  which  were 
for  the  moft  part  Papifts.  The  Parliament 
met  upon  the  thirteenth  of  Jpril^  one  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  fourtie.  The  Earle  of 
Strafford  and  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  with 
their  Parriefo  prevailed  with  His  Maieftie, 


that  the  Houfe  of  (jmmons  was  preft  to  yeeld 
to  a  Supply  for  maintenance  of  the  Warre 
with  Scotland,  before  they  had  provided  any 
reliefeforthe  great  and  prefling  Grievances 
of  the  people,  which  being  againft  the  fun. 
damcntall  Priviledge  and  proceeding  of 
Parliament,  was  yet  in  humble  refpedt  to  his 
Maieftie,  fo  far  admitted,as  that  they  agreed 
to  take  the  matter  of  Supply  into  confede- 
ration, ar^d  two  feverall  dayes  it  was  deba- 
ted- Twelve  Subfidies  were  demanded  for 
thcreleafe  of  Ship- money  alone ;  A  third 
day  wa§  appointed  for  Conclufion  when 
the  Heads  of  that  Partie  begun  to  fear  the 
people  might  clofe  with  the  King  in  fatisfy- 
ing  his  defire  of  Money  :  But  that  withal! 
they  were  like  to  blaft  their  malicious  de- 
fignes  againft  Scotland,  finding  them  verie 
much  indifpofed  to  give  any  countenance  to 
that  Warre. 

Thereupon  they  wickedly  advifed  the 
King  to  break  off  the  Parliament,  and  to  re- 
turn to  the  wayes  of  Confufion ,  in  which 
their  own  evill  intentions  were  molt  like  to 
profper  and  fucceed. 

D  x  After 
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After  the  Parliament  ended  the  fifth  of 
May,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourty, 
thisPartic  grewfo  bold,  as  to  counfell  the 
King  to  fupply  Himfelf  out  of  his  Subie&s 
ftates  by  his  own  power,  at  his  own  Will, 
without  their  confent.  The  very  next  day 
fome  Members  ofbotkHoufes  had  their  Studies 
and  Cabinets,  yea  their  Pockets  fearched: 
Another  of  them  not  long  after  was  com- 
mitted clofeprifoner  for  not  delivering  lomc 
Petitions  which  he  received  by  authoritie 
of  that  Houfe,  and  if  harfher  eourfes  were 
intended  (  as  was  reported )  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  the  ficknefFe  of  the  Earl  o£  Strafford 
and  the  Tumultuous  rifing  in  Southnparkt, 
and  about  Lambeth,  were  the  caufes  that 
fiich  violent  intentions  were  not  brought  to 
execution.  A  falfeandfcandalous  Declara- 
tion againft  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  pub- 
lifhed,  in  his  Maiefties  Name ,  which  yet 
wrought  little  effc  61  with  the  people,  but 
onely  to  manifefl  the  impudence  of  thofc 
who  were  Authors  of  it. 

| 

A  forced  Loan  of  Money  was  attempted 

in  the  Citie  of  London. 

The 
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The  Lord  Major  and  Aldermen  in  their 
fever  all  Wards  cnioyned  to  bring  in  a  lift  of 
the  Names  of  fuch  perfons  as  they  iudged  fit 
to  lend,  and  of  the  fummc  they  fhould  lend. 
And  facll  Aldermen  as  rcfufed  fo  to  do  were 
committed  to  prifbn. 

The  Jrchbifhop  and  the  other  Bifihops  and 
Clergie  continued  the  Convocation,  and  by  a 
ncwCommiflion  turned  it  to  aProvinciall 
Synod/m  which  by  an  unheard  of  presump- 
tion, they  made  Canons  that  contain  in  them 
many  matters  comrade  to  the  Kings  Pre- 
rogative, to  the  fundamental!  Laws  and 
Statute/  of  the  Realm,  to  the  right  of  Parlia- 
ments, to  the  Propertie  and  Libertie  of  the 
Subied,and  matters  tending  to  (edition  and 
of  dangerous  confequence,  thereby  efta- 
blifhing  their  own  Vfurpations,  juftifying 
their  Altar- worfhip,  and  thofe  other  fiiper- 
ititious  Innovations  which  they  formerly 
introduced,  without  warrant  of  Law. 

They  impofed  a  new  Oath  upon  divers 
of  his  Maiefties  Subie&s,  both  Ecclefiafticall 
and  Lap,  for  maintenance  of  their  own  Ty~ 
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rannie,  and  laid  a  great  Tax  upon  the  Clergy 
for  fupply  of  his  Maieftie-and  generally,  they 
fhewed  themfelves  very  affe<3ionate  to  the 
Warrc  with  Scotland,  which  was  by  fome 
of  them  fliled  <Bellum  Bpifcopale ,and  a  prayer 
compofed  y  and  enioyned  to  be  read  in  all 
Churches,  calling  the  Scots >%ebel$fi  to  put 
the  two  Nations  into  blood,and  make  chem^ 
irreconcilable.  All  thofe  pretended  Qanons 
and  Qorftitutions  were  armed  with  the  fevc- 
rall  Cenfures  of  Sujpenfion,  Excommunication? 
Deprivation,  by  which  they  would  have 
thru  ft  out  all  the  good  Minifters,  and  mod 
of  the  well  affeded  people  of  the  King* 
dome,  and  left  an  eafie  pafTage  to  their  own 
Defigne  of  Reconciliation  with  %pme. 
The  (popi/hpmy  enioyned  (uch  Exemptions 
from  the  Tenall  Laws  as  amounted  to  a  Tol- 
leration,  befides  many  other  encourage- 
ments, and  Court  favours :  They  had  a  Se- 
cretarie  of  State,  Sir,  Francis  Windibank ,  a 
powerfull  Agentforthc  fpeedingofall  their 
defires5a  Top's  Nuntio  rcfiding  here  to  a6t 
and  govern  them  according  to  fiich  influen- 
ces as  he  received  from  %ome>  and  to  inter- 
cede for  them  with  the  moft  powerfull  con- 
currence 
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currcnce  of  theforraigne  Princes  of  that  re 
ligion:  By  his  authoritic  the  Tajnjts  of  all 
forts,  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Clergie  were 
con  vocatcd, after  the  manner  oiaVarliament, 
new  Iurifdi&ions  were  ere&ed  of  ^omif) 
Jrchbi/hops,  Taxes  levied,  another  State 
moulded  within  this  State  independant  in 
Government,  contrary  in  interest  and  affe« 
dion,  (ecretly  corrupting  the  Ignorant,  or 
negligent  profeflbrs  of  our  Religion ,  and 
clofely  uniting  and  combining  themfelves 
againftftich  as  were  found  ,  inthispofture 
waiting  f  of  an  opportunitie  by  force  to  de- 
ftroy  thofe  whom  they  could  not  hope  to 
(cduce.For  the  effe&ing  whercof,they  were 
ftrengthened  with  Armes  and  Munition,en* 
couraged  by  fuperftitious  Prayers  enioyned 
by  the  Nuntio  to  be  weekly  made  for  the 
profperitieof  fome  great  defigne.  And  fuch 
power  had  they  at  Court ,  that  fecretly  a 
Commiffion  was  iflfued  out,  intended  to  be 
ifluedto  fome  great  Men  of  that  profeffion 
for  the  levying  of  Souldiers ,  and  to  com- 
mand and  employ  them  according  to  pri* 
vatclnftru&ions,  which  we  doubt  were 
framed  for  the  advantage  of  thofe  who  were 

the 


the  contrivers  of  them  :  His  Maiefties  Trca- 
furewas  confumed,  his  Revenew  anricipa-' 
ted,  His  Servants  and  Officers  compelled  to 
lend  great  fummes  of  Money  •  Multitudes 
were  called  to  the  Councdl  Table  >  who  were 
tired  with  long  attendances  there,  for  refil- 
ling illegall  payments.  ThcTrifons  were  fil- 
led with  their  Commitments ;  many  of  the 
Sheriffes  fummoned  into  the  Starre  Chamber, 
and  feme  imprifoncd  for  not  being  quickc 
enough  in  levying  the  <Ship»money  ,  the 
people  languished  under  grief,  and  fear,  no 
vifible  hope  being  left,  but  in  delperation. 
The  Nobility  began  to  be  wearie  of  their 
{llence^and patience,  and  fenfible  of  the 
dutie  and  Truft  which  belongs  to  them:and 
thereupon  fome  of  the  mod  eminent  of 
them  did  petition  His  Maiefty  at  fuch  a  time 
when  evil  Counccls  were  fo  ftrong  that  they 
hadreafon  toexpe&more  hazard  to  them- 
felvcs,then  redrefle  of  thofe  publike  evils 
for  which  they  interceded,whileft  the  King- 
dome  was  in  this  Agitation  and  diftemper, 
the  Scots  retrained  in  their  Trades ,  impo- 
verished by  the  lofle  of  many  of  their  Ships, 
bereaved  of  all  poilibility  or  (atisfy  ing  His 

Maieftie 


Majeftie  by  any  naked  Supplication^  en- 
tred  with  a  power  full  Army  into  the  King- 
dome  ,  and  without  any  ho/lile  A£fc  or 
fboilin  the  Countrey  as  they  pafifcdJ  more 
then  forcing  a  paflage  over  the  Tjne  at 
Newborne>  netr  tfeivcaftle,  pofletfed  them- 
ielvcsof  Newcaflle ,and  had  a  fair  opportU- 
nixie  to  preflfe  on  further  upon  the  Kings 
A  rmie :  but  dutie  and  Reverence  to  his  Ma- 
jeftie^  and  brotherly  love  to  the  Englifb  Na- 
tion^  made  them  Itay  there  \  whereby  the 
King  had  leafure  to  entertain  better  Coun- 
Cchy  wherein  God  fo  blefled  and  dire&ed 
him, that  he  funimoned  the  great  Councell 
of  Peers  to  meet  at  York*,  upon  the  twentie 
fourth  of  September,  and  there  declared  a 
Parliament  to  begin  the  third  of  Novemb. 
then  following.  The  Scots  the  firft  day  of 
the  great  Councell ,  prefented  an  humble 
Petition  to  His  Ma jeftie ,  whereupou  the 
Treatie  was  appointed  at  Rippon.  A  pre- 
'  fent  Ceflationof  armes  agreed  upon:  and 
the  full  Conclusion  of  all  differences  refer- 
red to  the  wifcdome  and  care  of  the  Parlia- 
ment. At  our  firft  meeting  all  Oppofitions 
feemed  to  vanirti  y  the  mifchicves  Were  fo 
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cvidentyWhiehthofc  evil  Councellors  pro- 
dwCXd^tharno  JVlarrdurft  ftand  up  to  de- 
fend ihcm.  Yet  the  work  it  felf  afforded  dif- 
ficultie  enough.  The  multiplied  evils  and 
Corruption  otfixreen  yeers  ftrengthened  by 
cuflome  andauthoritie,and  the  concurrent 
intereft  of  many  povverfull  delinquents 
were  now  to  be  brought  to  iud£  ement  and 
Reformation.  The  Kings  Houflhoid  was  to 
be-pro vided  for j  they  had  brought  him  to 
that  want ,  that  he  could  not  fupply  His 
Ordinarie^ncf  neceffarie  expences,  without 
the  afliftance  of  his  people.  Two  Armies 
wereto  be  paiedj which  amounted  very  neer 
to  2o.  thoufand  pounds  a  moneth;  the 
people  were  to  be  tenderly  charged^having 
been  formerly  exhaufted  with  many  bur- 
thenfome  Proiefts.  The  difficulties  feemed 
to  be  infuperable^which  by  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence we  have  overcome.  The  Contrarie-  k 
-ties  incompatibleywhichyet  in  a  great  mea- 
iiircwe  have  reconciled.  Six  Subsidies  have 
been  granted  ^  and  a  Bill  of  Poll-monev, 
which  if  itbeduely  levied,  may  equall  fix 
..Subfidies  more  in  aJh.Sk  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  Befides  we  have  contracted  a  Debt 
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to  the  Scots  of  zzo.  thoufand  pounds;  and 
yet  God  hath  fo  blefled  the  endeavours  of 
thi$Parliament3that  the  Kingdom  is  a  great 
gainer  by  all  thefe  charges.The  Ship-money 
is  aboliflied ,  which  cofl  the  Kingdome 
above  200.  thoufand  pounds  ayeer.  The 
Coat  and  Conduft  money  3  and  other  mili- 
tarie  charges,  are  taken  away, which  in  ma- 
ny Countreys  amounted  to  little  leflfe  then 
tne  Ship-money.  The  Mbnopolies  are  all 
fuppreflv,  whereof  fome  few  did  prciudice 
the  Subiedi,  above  a  Million  yearly.  The 
Jbape  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  the 
Winethree  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  t  he 
Leather  muft  needs  exceed  both :  and  Skit 
could  be  no  leffe  then  that,  befides  the  in- 
feribur  Monopolies^  which  if  they  could  be 
exadly  computed^  would  make  up  a  great 
fumme.  That  which  is  more  beneficiall 
fhen  all  this  is,  that  the  root  of  theft  evils  is 
takeffaway, which  was  the  atbitrarie  power 
pretended  to  be  in  his  Maieftie,  of  taxing 
theSubieft,  or  charging  their  eftates  with- 
out conlent  in  Parliament ,  which  is  now 
declared  to  be  againft  Law  by  the  Judge- 
ment of  both  Houfes  ^  and  likewifeby  an 
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A&  of  Parliament.  Another  flep  of  great 
advantage  is  this:  the  living  Grievances^the 
evil  Gouncellors  and  a&ors  of  thefe  mif- 
chiefs  have  been  fo  quelled ,  by  the  juflice 
done  upon  the  Earl  of  Strafford,,  the  flight 
of  the  Lord  Finch ,  and  Secretarie  W indir 
bank.  The  accufation  and  imprifonraent  of 
the  Archbifliopof  Canterbury,  ofludge 
BraHlety  and  the  impeachment  of  divers  o- 
ther  Bi/hlopsand  /udges,thaf  it  is  like  not 
ouely  to  be  an  eafc  to  the  prelent  times,  but 
a  prelervation  to  the  future.  The  difconti- 
nuance  of  Parliaments  is  prevented  by  the 
Bill  for  a  Triennial!  Parliament  3  and  the 
abrupt  diffbiution  of  this  Parliament  by  a- 
nother  Bill ;  by  which  it  is  provided  it  /hall 
not  bedi(Tolved  or  adiourned  without  the 
content  of  boch  Houfes.  Which  two  Laws 
well  confidered  j  may  be  thought  more  ad- 
vantageous then  all  the  form  *r,beeaufc  they 
fecure  a  full  operation  of  the  prefent  reme- 
die,  and  afford  a  pcrpetuall  Spring  of  re- 
medies tor. the  future  :  The  Star-Chamber, 
the  HiL;h  Comrniffton  3  the  Courts  of  the 
Praiienr,  and  Counc  il  in  the  North, 
w^re  Jfp  lyi  my  forges  of  onferie^oppreflion, 
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and  violence, and  areall  taken  away,wher* 
by  men  arc  more  (ecurcd  in  their  perfons, 
liberties,  and  eftates,  then  they  could  be  by 
any  Law  or  Example  for  the  regulacion  of 
thofe  Courts,  or  Terror  of  the  ludges  j  The 
immoderate  power  of  the  (ouncell  1  able ,and 
theexcefltvc  abufe  of  that  poweris  f®  or- 
dered and  reftrainedjthac  we  may  well  hope 
that  no  fuch  things  as  were  frequently  done 
by  them,  to  the  preiudice  of  the  pubicjuc  li- 1 
bertie,  will  appear  in  future  times  but  one- 
ly  in  Stories,  to  give  us  and  our  poftericie 
more  occafion  to  praife  God  for  His  Maie- 
fties  goodnefle,  and  the  faithful!  endeavours 
of  this  Parliament.  The  Qanons  j  and  the 
power  of  (anon  making,  are  blalied  by  the 
Vo*e  of  both  Houfes  The  exorbitant  power 
of  Bi/bops,  and  their  Courts,  are  much  aba- 
ted, by  fbme  Provifions  in  the  Bill  againft 
the  High  (jommijs  ion(^ourtThe  authors  of  the 
many  innovations  in  Do&rine  and  Cere- 
monies- The  Miniliers  that  have  been  fcan- 
dalous  in  their  lives,have  been  fb  terrified  in  I 
iu ft  complaints  and  accufations  ,  that  wc  i 
may,  well  hope  they  will  be  more  model!: 
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for  the  time  to  come  3  either  inwardly  con- 
vi&ed  by  the  fight  of  their  own  folly,  or 
outwardly  rcftrained  by  the  fear  of  punift. 
merit.  The  Forrejls  are  by  a  good  Law  re* 
duced  to  their  right  bounds.  The  encroach- 
ments and  oppreflions  of  the  Stannaric 
fyurts  5  The  Extortions  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Market,  and  the  Compulfion  of  the  Subicdt 
to  receiver  heOrder  of  Knighthood  againft 
his  will,  paying  of  Fines  for  not  receiving  it, 
and  the  vexatious  proceedings,  thereupon 
for  levying  of  thofe  Fines,  arc  by  other  bc« 
ncficiall  Laws  reformed  and  prevented. 
Many  excellent  Laws  and  provifions  are  in 
preparation  for  removing  the  inordinate 
power,  vexation,  and  ufurpation  of  Biftops, 
for  reforming  the  pride  and  IdlenelTc  of 
many  of  the  Clergie,ibr  cafing  the  people 
of  unneceflaric  Ceremonies  in  Religion,  for 
centering  and  remo  ving  unworthy  and  un- 
profitable Miniftcrs  j  and  for  maintaining 
godly  and  diligent  Preachers  through  the 
Kingdome :  Other  things  of  many  impor- 
tance forihe  good* of  this  Kingdome,are  in 
propofition,  though  little  could  hitherto  be 
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done, in  regard  of  the  many  other  more 
preffing  bufinefTes,  which  yet  before  t he 
end  of, this  SeflionjWe  hope  may  rejeeive 
forac  progreffe  and  perfc&ion.  The  efta- 
Jblifliing  and  ordering  the  Kings  Revenue, 
that  fo  the  abufe  of  Officers  3  and  fuperfluity 
of  expenccs  may  be  cut  off,  and  the  necef- 
faric  disbutfmcnts  for  hisMajefties  Honor, 
the  defence  and  government  ot  the  King- 
dome,  may  be  more  certainly  provided  for. 
The  regulating  of  Courts  of  Iuftice,  and 
abridging  both  the  delaycs  and  charges  of 
Law  Suits  5  The  fetling  of  fome  good 
courfes  for  preventing  the  exportation  of 
Gold  and  Silver  y  and  the  inequality  of  ex- 
exchanges  betwixt  us  and  other  Nations, 
for  the  advancing  of  native  Commodities, 
increafe  of  our  Manufactures,  and  well 
hallancing  of  Trade,  whereby  the  Stock  of 
thcKingdome  may  be  incrcaffd,  or  at  lcaft 
kept  from  impairing ,  as  through  negle£fc 
hereof  it  hath  done  for  many  yecrs  laft  paftj 
For  improving  the  Herring  fifhing  ,  upon 
our  ovrn  Coafts,  which  will  bcof  mighrie 
ufejmhe  itnplqyment  of  the  poorc ,  anda 
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plcmifull  Nurferie  of  Mariners  for  inabling 
tbeKingdome  in  any  great  Adtion.  The 
oppofitionSjobftrudlions  •  and  other  Dif- 
-  ficulties  wherewith  we  have  been  encoun- 
,  rrcd,  and  which  (till  lye  in  our  way  with 
fbme  ftrength  and  much  obftinacie  are 
thefe:  The  malignant  Partie  whom  we 
have  fornkrly  described ,  to  be  the  A&ors 
and  promoters  of  all  our  miferie,  they  have 
taken  heart  again  •  They  have  been  able  to 
preferre  fome  of  their  own  Fa&ors  and 
Agents  to  degrees  of  honour ,  to  places  of 
Truft  and  imploymemt  even  during  the 
Tarliment.  They  have  endeavoured  to 
work  in  HisMaicftieill  impreffions  ando- 
pinions  of  Our  proceedings,  as  if  wc  had  al- 
together done  our  own  work,  and  not  His, 
and  had  obtained  from  him  many  things 
very  preiudiciallto  the  Crown ,  both  in  rc- 
fped  of  Prerogative  and  Profit.  To  wipe 
out  this  (lander,  Wc  think  good  onely  to  fay 
thus  much  :  That  all  that  Wc  have  done,  is 
for  His  Maieftie,  HisgreatncfTe,  Honor,and 
iupporr,  when  We  yeelded  to  give  15000. 1. 
a  moneth  for  the  relief  of  the  Northerne 
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this  was  given  to  the  King /or  he  was  bound  Co 
protect  his  fubie&s,  they  were  his  Maieftks  evill 
(Jounlellors,  and  their  ili  inftruments  that  were 
adtors  in  thole  grievances  which  brought  in  the 
Scots  :  and  if  his  Majcfly  pleafe  to  force  t hole 
who  were  the  authors  of  this  warre  to  make  fa- 
tisfaeiion,  as  he  might  juftly  andeafily  doe  \  it 
feemes  very  reafonable  that  the  people  might 
well  be  excufed  from  taking  upon  them  this 
burthen3being  altogether  innocent^and  free  from 
being  any  Caufes  of  it. 

W hen  we  undertooke  the  charge  of  rhe  army3 
which  coft  above  5O0O0,  pound  a  monethj  was 
not  this  given  to  the  King  ?  was  it  not  his  Ma- 
jeflies  army  ?  were  not  all  th e  Commanders  un- 
der contract  with  his  MajHly  at  higher  rates  and 
greater  wages  then  ordinary  ?  and  have  not  we 
taken  upon  us  to  difci  ai^e  all  the  brotherly 
afTiftance  of  three  hundted  thoufand  pounds 
which  we  gave  the  Scots  ?  was  it  not  toward  re- 
paire  of  chofedamtmges  and  lofles  which  they 
received  from  the  Kings  fhips^  and  from  his  mi- 
niftcrs  ?  Thefe  three  particulars  amOmt  to  above 
HCO.  thoufand  pound3befides  his  Majefty  hath 
received  by  lmpofitions  upon  mercHndife  at 
leaft  40o.thoufand  pounds  j  fo  that  hi*  Majefty 
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hath  had  out  of  the  fubjevfh  purfe  fir.cc  the  Par- 
liamenc  began  j  one  million  and  halfe  3  and  yet 
thefe  men  Can  be  fo  impudent  3  as  to  tell  his  Ma- 
}efty5that  we  have  done  nothing  for  him.  As  to 
tfcje  uCond  branch  o  f  this  ilander ,  we  acknow- 
ledge with  much  thankfulnefle  that  his  Majefty 
hatfrpafTed  more  good  Bils  to  the  advantage  of 
tljf  iubjefts  then  hath  been  in  many  ages ;  but 
withall  we  cannot  forget,  that  thefe  venomous 
counlels  did  manifefl  themfelves  in  fbme  endea- 
vours  to  hinder  thefe  good  Ads :  And  for  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  wee  may  with  truth  and 
•   mod  eft  y  fay  thus  much.  That  we  have  ever  been 
carefull  not  to  defire  any  thing  that  fhould  wea- 
ken the  Oowne  either  in  juft  profit  or  ufefull 
power.  The  trienniall  Parliament/or  the  matter 
of  it,  doth  not  extend  to  fo  much  as  by  Law  we 
ought  to  have  required,  there  being  two  Statutes 
ftill  in  force  for  a  Parliament  to  be  once  a  yeere, 
and  for  the  manner  of  it^it  is  in  the  Kings  po  wer, 
that  it  fhall  never  take  effedl ,  if  he  by  a  timely 
fummons  fhall  prevent  any  other  way  of  afTerri- 
bling.  In  the  Bill  for  continuance  of  this  prefent 
Parliament,  there  If  ernes  to  be  fome  reftraint  of 
the  roy all  power  in  diflolvingof  Parliaments^ 
^not  to  take  it  out  of  theCrowne,  but  to  fufpend 
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the  execution  of  it  for  this  time  and  occafion 
onely ,  which  was  fo  neceffary  for  the  Kings 
ownefeCUrity^andthepublique  peace^that  with- 
out it  wee  could  not  have  Undertaken  any  of 
thefe  great  charges  3  but  mull  have  left  both  the 
armies  to  diforder  and  confu(ion3  and  the  whole 
Kjngdome  to  blood  and  rapin.The  Scarchambcr 
was  much  more  fruitfull  in  oppreflioa  then  in 
profit  3  the  great  fines  being  for  rhc  moft  part 
given  away  3  and  the  reft  flailed  at  long  times. 
The  fines  of  the  high  Comniiffion  were  in  them- 
felves  unjuft  and  feldome  or  never  came  into 
the  Kings  purfe.  Thefe  foure  Bils  are  particular- 
ly and  more  fpecially  inftanced^in  the  reft3there 
will  not  be  found  fo  much  asafhadow  of  pre- 
judice to  the  Cro  wne.  They  have  fought  to  di- 
minifh  our  reputation  with  the  people.,  and  to 
bring  them  out  of  love  with  Parliaments :  the 
afperfions  which  they  have  attempted  this  way3 
have  bcene  fuch  as  thefe  -  That  we  have  fpent 
much  time  aiid  done  little^  cfbecially  in  thofe 
grievances  which  conccrne  Religion .  That  the 
Parliament  is  a  burden  to  the  Kingdome  by  the 
abundance  of  Protections  which  hinder  Juftiee 
and  Trade^and  by  many  Subfidics  granted  much 
more  heavy  then  any  they  formerly  endured  •  to 
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which  there  is  a-ueady  anfwer :  If  the  time  fpent 
in  this  Parliament  be  confidered  in  relation 
b*ckvva  dto  the  long  growth  and  deep  rooteof 
thofe  grievances^  which  wee  have  removed^to 
the  powerful!  upports  of  thofe  delinquents 
which  wee  have  purfued^to  the  great  neceffities 
and  other  charges  of  the  Common  wealth  for 
which  we  have  provided :  or  if  it  be  confidered 
in  relation  forward  to  many  advantages,  which 
not  onely  the  prefent  but  future  ages  are  like  to 
reape  by  the  good  la  wes  and  other  proceedings 
in  this  Parliament ,  we  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
thought  by  all  indifferent  judgments  that  our 
time  hath  beene  much  better  imployed  then  m 
a  farre  greater  proportion  of  time  in  many  for- 
mer Parliaments  put  together ;  and  the  charges 
which  have  beene  laid  upon  theSubje&s  3  and 
the  other  inconveniences  which  they  have  borne 
will  feeme  very  light  in  relped:  of  the  benefit 
they  have  and  may  receive.  And  for  the  matter 
of  Prote&ions  3  the  Parliament  is  fo  fenfible  of 
it,  that  therein  they  intend  to  give  them  what-^ 
foevereafe  may  ftand  with  Honour  andjufliee; 
and  are  in  a  way  of  paffing  a  Bill  to  give  them 
fjtisfadiion.They  have  fought  by  manyfubule 
pra&ices  9  to  caule  jealoufiies  and  diviuons  be- 
twixt 
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Cwixt  us  and  our  brethren  of  Scotland 9  byfUn- 
dcrin,*  their  proceedings  and  intentions  to- 
wards us.  and  by  fecret  endeavours  to  inflate 
and  inCenfe  them  and  Us  one  againfl  another. 
They  have  had  luch  a  party  of  Bifhops  and 
popifh  Lords  in  the  Houfe  of  Pecres  [  as  hath 
caufed  much  oppfltion  and  delay  in.  the  pro- 
fecution  of  delinquents  ,  hmdred  the  procee- 
dings of  divers  spod  Bils  paflfed  in  the  Com- 
mons  Houle,  concerning  the  reformation  of 
fundry  gnat  abufes  and  corruptions  both  in 
Church  and  State.  They  have  laboured  to 
feduce  and  corrupt  fome  of  the  Commons 
Houfe  ,  to  draw  them  into  Confpiracies  and 
Combinations  againfl  the  libertie  of.  the  Par- 
liament: And  by  their  inflruments  and  agents 
they  have  attempted  to  difaffedt  and  difcon- 
tent  his  Ma  jellies  Army  3  and  to  ingage  it  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  w.cked  and  trayte- 
rous  defignes  ,  the  keeping  up  of  Bilhops  in 
theii  Votes  and  fundions,  and  bv  force  to  com- 
pell  the  Parliament  to  order,  limit,  and  difpofe 
their  proceedings  in  fuch  manner  as  might  befl: 
Concuire  with- the  intctr  toils  of  this  dangerous 
and  potent  faction :  4nd-  when  one  mifchievous 
defigne,  and  aecempt  of  theirs  to  .bang  on  the 
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ArmjLagainfl  the  Parliament  >  and  the  City  of 
Len&o*  had  been  difcovered  and  prevented,  they 
presently  undcrtooke  another  of  the  fame  dam- 
nable naturc^with  this  addition  to  it ,  to  endea- 
vour to  make  the  Scotifh  Army  neutrally  whilfl 
the  Englifh  Army  which  they  had  laboured  to 
Corrupt  and  invenome  againftus  by  their  falfe 
and  flan der oils  fuggeftions  fhould  execute  their 
malice  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  Religion  and 
the  diflolution  of  our  government.  Thus  they 
have  beene  continually  pradizing  to  difturbe 
the  peace ,  and  plotting  the  dellrudion  even  of 
all  the  Kings  Dominions ,  and  have  employed 
their  eminfaries  and  agents  in  them  all  for  the 
promoting  of  their  divellifh  defignes  which  the 
vigilancie  of  thofe  who  were  well  affedted  hath 
ftill  difcovered  and  defeated  before  they  were 
ripe  for  execution  in  Eng/andznd  Scot/andiorAy 
in  Ireland  which  was  farther  of  ^  they  have  had 
time  and  opportunity  to  mould  and  prepare 
their  wOrke,  and  had  brought  it  to  that  perfecti- 
on that  they  had  poflefltd  themfelves  of  that 
whole  Kingdome^  totally  fubverted  the  govern- 
ment of  it,  rooted  out  Religion  j  and  dellroyed 
all  the  proteflancs  whom  the  confeience  of  their 
duty  to  God  y  their  K/ng  and  Countrey  would 
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not  have  permitted  to  jc;nc  with  them.,  if  by 
Gods  wonderfull  providence  their  maine  enter- 
prise upon  the  City  andGafttllof  Dublin  had 
not  beene  dete&ed  and  prevented  Upon  the  very 
eave  before  it  rtiould  have  bcenecvecMted,  Not- 
withflanding  they  have  in  other  parts  of  that 
Kingdome  broken  out  into  open  rebellion.,  fur- 
priied  Towncs  andCafl!es5  committed  mur- 
ders, rapes^and  cither  villanies ;  and  fhaken  off 
all  bonds  of  obedience  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
lawes  of  theRealme  \  and  in  general!  have  kind- 
led fuch  a  fire.,  as  no; hing  but  Gods  infinite  blef- 
fm^upon  the  wifdome  and  endeavours  of  this 
State  will  be  able  to  quench  it :  and  certainely 
had  not  God  in  his  great  mercy  unto  this  Land 
difcovered  and  confounded  their  former  de- 
fignes  ,  we  had  been  the  Prologue  to  this  Tra- 
gedy in  Ireland,  and  had  by  this  time  been  made 
the  lamentable  fpedacle  ;of  mifery  and  confu- 
fion.  And  now  what  hope  have  we  but  in  God, 
when  as  the  onely  means  of  our  fubfiftance3and 
power  of  reformation  is  under  him,  in  the  Par- 
liament •  but  what  can  we  the  Commons  with- 
out the  conjunction  of  the  Houfc  of  Lords, 
and  what  conjunction  can  wee  expedi  there, 
when  the  Bifliops  and  Rccufant  Lords  arc  fo 
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numerous  and  prevalent  y  that  they  arc  able  to 
erode  and  interrupt  oUl  befl  endeavours  for  re- 
formation, and  by  that  meanes  give  advantage 
to  this  malignant  party  to  traduce  our  procee- 
dings. They  infufe  in  o  the  people  ,  that  we 
meane  to  abolifti  all  Church  government  3  and 
leave  every  man  to  his  owHe  fancy  for  the  fer- 
vice  and  worftiip  of  God,abfol  ving  him  of  that 
obedience  which  he  owes  under  God  unto  his 
Majefty  whom  wee  know  to  be  intruded  with 
the  ecciefiafticall  law  as  well  as  with  the  tempo- 
rail  to  regulate  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  Eng/andby  fuch  rules  of  order  and  difcipline 
as  are  eflablilhed  by  parliament  which  is  his 
great  Councellj  in  all  affaires  both  in  Church 
and  State.  We  confeiTe  our  intention  is  and  our 
endeavours  have  been  to  reduce  within  bounds 
that  exorbitant  power  which  the  prelates  have 
afTumed  unto  themkiv  :s  fo  contrary  both  to  the 
Word  ofGod^and  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land^to 
which  end  wee  pad  chz  Rill  for  the  removing 
them  from  thwir  temporal!  power,  and  implov- 
ments^thatfo  th:  better  they  might  with  meeke- 
neffe  apply  themklvcs  to  the  difcharge  of  their 
functions^which  BiJl  themfelves  oppofed ,  and 
were  the  principallinftrUmentsof  crofling  it. 


C49) 

And  wc  do  here  declare,  that  it  *  font  from 
our  purpofe  or  defire  to  let  looft  the  golden 
reynes  of  difcipline  j  and  government  in  the 
Church,to  leave  private  perfons  or  particular 
Congregations  to  take  up  what  forme  of  di- 
vine Service  they  pleafe  j  for  we  hold  it  tequi- 
fite  that  their  ftiould  be  throughout  the  whole 
Realme  a  conformity  to  that  Order  which  the 
Lawes  enjoyrtc,  according  to  the  Word  of 
God:  and  we  defire  to  tinburthen  the  con- 
ferences of  men  of  needlefle  and  foperftitious 
ceremonies  ,  fuppreffe  innovations,  and  take 
away  the  monuments  of  Idolatry.  And  the  be  t- 
ter to  effed  the  intended  reformation  -vtfe  de- 
fire  there  may  be  a  generall  Synod  of  the  molt 
grave,  pious,lcarned,  and  judicious  Divines  of 
this  Uland  3  afllfted  with  fome  from  fo^raiiie 
parts  profefllng  the  fame  Religion  with  us, 
who  mav  coiifiderof  all  things  neceflafy  for 
the  peace  8c  good  government  of  the  Church, 
and  reprefent  the  refults  of  their  confutation's 
unto  the  Parliament  to  be  there  allowed  of 
and  coniirmed5and  receive  the  ftampof  autho- 
rity thereby  to  finde  paffage  and  obedierlce 
throughout  the  Kingdome.  Theyh-aremalitr- 
oufly  "ckafgcdus  that  wee  intend  to  tfefteoy 
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and  difcourage  learning,  whereas  it  is  our  chie- 
fclt  care  and  defire  to  advance  it  and  to  pro- 
vide a  competent  maintenance  for  coniaona- 
ble  and  preaching  Minifters  throughout  the 
Kingdome,  which  will  be  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  Schollers^and  a  certaine  means  where- 
by the  want,raeanefle,  and  ignorance  to  which 
a  great  part  of  the  Clergy  is  now  fubjea,  will 
be  prevented.  And  wee  intendlikewife  to  re- 
forme  5  and  purge  the  fountaines  of  learning 
the  two  Univerlities,  that  the  itreames  flowing 
from  thence  may  be  cleere  and  pure  5  and  an 
honour  and  comfort  to  the  whole  Land.  They 
have  fcravned  to  blaft  our  proceedings  in  Par- 
liament bv  wrefting  the  incerpretations  of  our 
Orders  from  their  genuine  intention.  They 
tell  the  people  that  our  medling  with  the 
power  of  Epifcopac\\hath  cauied  iectanes  and 
conventicles ,  when  idolatry  and  popifh  cere- 
monies introduced  in  the  Church  bv  the  com- 
mand of  thcBifhops  have  not  onely  debarred 
the  people  from  thence  j  but  expelled  them 
ft  om  the  Kingdome.  Thus  with  Eliah  we  are 
called  by  this  malignant  partv  the  troubles  of 
the  State5and  frill  while  we  endeavour  ro  re- 
forme  their  abufes,  they  make  us  the  authours 
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of  thofe  mifchiefcs  wc  ftudy  to*  prevent  :  for 
the  pcrfe&ing  of  the  worke  begun  and  remo- 
ving allhiture  impediments, wc  conceave  thefe 
courier  will  be  very  cffe#uall,  feeing  the  religi- 
on oi  the  I-apifts,  hath  iuch  principals  as  doe 
certainely  tend  to  the  deflruftion  and  extir- 
pation ot  all  Protcftants  when  they  (hall  have 
opportunity  to  efrc&it. 

It  is  ncccilary  in  the  firfc  place  to  keep  them 
in  fuch  a  condition  ,  as  that  they  may  not  be 
able  to  do  us  any  hurt^and  for  avoyding  of  fuch 
connivence  and  favour  as  hath  heretofore  been 
(hewed  unto  them,That  hisMajefty  be  pleafed 
to  grant  a  ftanding  Commifllon  to  lome 
choice  men  named  in  Parliament,  who  may 
take  notice  of  their  encreafc,  their  counfels 
and  proceedings ,  and  ufe  all  due  mcanes  by 
execution  of  theLawesto  prevent  all  mifchie- 
vous  defignes ,  againft  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
this  Kingdome.  That  fonie  good  courfe  be 
taken  to  difcover  the  counterfeit  andfalfe  con- 
formity of  Papifts  to  the  Church  by  coJbur 
whereof  peribhs  very  much  difafte&ed  to  the 
true  religion  have  beene  admitted  into  place 
of  greatefl;  authority  and  truft  in  the  King- 
dome. 
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For  the  better  preservation  of  the  Lawes 
and  liberties  of  the  Kingdome,  that  all  illegal! 
grievances  and  exa&ions  be  prefented ,  and 
punifiied  at  the  Seilions,  and  Affizes :  and  that 
Judges  and  Jufticesbe  very  carefull  to  give  this 
in  charge  to  the  grand  Jury ,  and  both  the 
Sherifte  and  Jufttces  to  be  fworne  to  the  due 
execution  of  the  petition  of  right  and  other 
Lawes:  That  his  Majefty  be  humbly  petitioned 
by  both  houies  to  employ  fuch  Counlellours, 
Ambaffadors,  and  other  Minifters  in  manna- 
ging  his  bufineffe  at  home  and  abroad,  as  the 
Parliament  may  have  caufe  to  confide  in5with- 
out  which  wee  cannot  give  his  Majefty  luch 
fupplies  for  fupport  of  his  owne  eftate  ,  nor 
fuch  afTiftance  to  the  protefbnt  party  beyond 
the  Sea>  as  is  defired.  It  may  often  fall  out  that 
the  Commons  may  have  juft  caufe  to  take 
exceptions  atfome  men  for  being  Counfellors, 
and  yet  not  charge  thofe  men  with  crimes/or 
there  be  grounds  of  diffidence  which  lie  not 
in  proofe :  there  are  others  which  though  they 
may  be  proved  yet  are  not  legally  criminall^to 
be  a  knowne  favourer  of  papifts ,  or  to  have 
beene  very  forward  in  defending  or  counte- 
nancing fome  great  offenders  queftioned  in 
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Parliament ,  or  to  fpeakc  contcpiptuoufly  oi 
cither  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  or  Parliamentary 
proceedings ,  or  fuch  as  arc  fadtours  or  agents 
for  any  forraine  Prince  of  another  Religion, 
fuch  are  juftly  lufped  to  get  Counfellors  places 
or  any  other  of  truft  concerning  publiquc 
imployment  for  money  :  For  all  thefe  and 
divers  others  wee  may  have  great  reafon  to  be 
earneft  with  his  Majefty  not  to  put  his  great 
affaires  intoTuch  hands,  though  we  may  be  un- 
willing to  proceed  againft  them  in  any  legall 
way  of  charge  or  impeachment:  that  all  Coun- 
fellors of  State  may  be  fworn  to  obferve  thofe 
La wes  which  conccrne  the  Subje&  in  his  liber- 
tie ,  that  they  may  likewife  take  an  oath  not 
to  receive  or  give  reward  or  penilon  from  any 
forraine  Prince ,  but  fuch  as  they  fhall  withia 
fome  reafonable  time  difcover  to  the  Lords  of 
his  Majefties  Councell  :  and  although  they 
fhould  wickedly  forfweare  themielves ,  yet  it 
may  herein  doe  good  to  make  them  knowne 
tobefalfe  and  perjured  to  thofe  who  imploy 
them,  and  thereby  bring  them  into  as  little 
credit  with  them  as  with  us.  That  his  Maje% 
may  have  caufe  to  be  in  love  with  good  Coun- 
fel  and  good  men,by  fhewinghim  in  an  humble 
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and  .dutiful  I  manner,  how  full  of  advantage  it 
would  bz  to  himfelfe,  to  lee  his  owne  eftate 
fetledin  a  plentiful!  condition  to  llipport  his 
honour,  to  fee  his  people  united  in  waics  of 
ducv  to  hnu  \  and  endeavours  of  the  publiquc 
good  )  to  fee  happinefle,  wealth  \  peace  and 
fafety  derived  to  his  owne  Kingdome, and  pro- 
cured to  his  Allies  bv  the  influence  of  his  owne 
power  and  government.  That  all  aood  courier 
may  be  taken  to  unite  the  two  Kingdomes  of 
England  and  Scotland  to  be  mutually  avding 
and  aflifting  of  one  another  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Itland,  and  honour  of  both.  To 
take  awav  aU  differences  amongft  our  felves 
for  matters  indifferent  in  their  owne  nature 
concerning  Religion  \  and  to  unite  our  felves 
againft  the  common  enemies  which  are  the 
better  enabled  by  our  divifions  to  deftroy  us 
all,  as  they  hope  and  have  often  endeavoured, 
To  labour  by  all  offices  of  fricndlliip  to  unite 
the  forrain  Churches  with  us  in  the  fame  caufe, 
and  to  feeke  their  liberty,  fafety  ,  and  proipe- 
rity ,  as  bound  thereunto  both  bv  charity  to 
them,  and  by  wifdome  for  our  owne  good.For 
by  thismeanes  our  owne  ftrength  fhallbe  en- 
ereafed ,  and  by  a  mutuall  concurrence  to  the 
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fame  common  end,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure the  good  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Pro- 
tcftant  profeffion.  If  thefc  things  may  be  ob- 
ferved ,  wee  doubt  not  but  God  will  crowne 
this  Parliament  with  fuch  fucceffe  as  (hall  be 
the  beginning,and  foundation  of  more  honour 
and  happinefle  to  hisMajefty ,  then  ever  yet 
was  enjoyed  by  any  of  his  Royall  Predeceflbrs. 
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